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vote to continue the investigation.” , r; y; ?. 

Mr. Gonzalez,, who has T been ill in Texas 
far the last 10 days, submitted his resig- 
nation in a two-page^ letter in’ which he 
called the committee's ' chief > counsel, 
Richard A; Sprague; ^ *an ^unscrupulous ; in- 
dividual, an unconsdonable_scoimdrel/^ 
A spokesman for Mrr Sprague saict he^ 
would have no commeiiU:^. ^ 

The committee, which was established 
by the House * last- SeptiSber, .teas^ been* 
wracked with open dissension since Eeb... 
10, when Mr. Gonzalez prayed to disntass" 
Mr. Sprague, only, to have-* all the ! 1 .other 
members- instruct the* c»ntr^ : chief | 
counsel to disregard ; the - tennination ,no?« 
tice. r;-l - i ^ r. ;o 

" Under its present mandate;: the 70-n^n- 
| committee staff must win -the support of 
■a majority of the House for a new resolur. 

‘ tion if. it is to>, continue operating. -after 

! March 3 1. ■*' - * ■* - * v* ppt *y f* 

i Waiter E-.Fauntroy, the House delegate 
from the/ District of - Columbia ; who- is 
: chairman of an assassination, subcormnit- 
i tee that is ’ concentrating on the events 
j surrounding. Dr. King!s.death, ; said heha<i. 
not “given up hope that we will be able£ 
to continue." - 1 

Mr. Fauntroy saddjhe problemwas that 
public attention had concentrated on the. i 
internal struggle of the committee rather! 
than on ' its investigation. While he} 
refused to discuss whether the investiga^ 
tors , had thus far. * uncovered any major 
newTeads, he indicated* that so 
mittee members were considering possi- 
ble ways to influence the public's opinion 
about the inquiry./^':; ^ -’ .y 
“A hearing is among the kinds of things; 
that could be used to ;change the public- 
focus,” Mr. Fauntroy said in an interview.;; 

Representative Richardson^ Preyer, ya 
North Carolina Democrat who 'is chair- 
man of the subcommittee on the Kennedy 
assassination, agreedthatnational atten— 
tion had focused -on the dispute between, 
Mr; Gonzalez * and Mr: Sprague- and that 
it might v be helpful - to i “hold : some bear**; 
ings'W the "evidence that hdght^be fbrth^ 1 
coming.” "■* ; ’> "* 

But because of the potential for damage 


ing innocenkpersonsy-Mr.' Preyer said tba&i 
in his opinion such hearings would initial-* 
ly have to . be conducted in executive ses->i 
sion rather than open to the public. J 

In his letter. to the. House Speaker, Mr:i 
Gonzalez said that nd : head of a commit- j 
tee could -.have taken, ^any other, action) 

• than he had \ when he -attempted. to dis-j 
miss Mr. Sprague^ ^ 

.:. :>„. ^Administrative Nightmare' -p 'q 

“I found in the 1 committee, an adminis-1 
trative nightmare;!, found a chief counsel 
who assumed the full powers of the comyj 
mittee itself (and by implication usurped! 
the powers of the -House itself); a chief 
counsel who > was insubordinate and -in-* 
suiting, not to mention disloyal,” Mr.Gon- 
zalez -said. ^ ^ 

“X found un justifiable" salaries, unjusti- 
, fied employees and reckless, inexplicable 
I financial obligatio ns. I'had a responsibil- 
ity to act; and no one-has yet demonstrat- j 
ed that h acted wrongly; or without full 
cause;” ... * - 

: The -Texas Congressman-, said that in 
the last few days -be had been .ill and 
absent but . that .even-so,- “several of my 
colleagues^ (m^the committee .appear to 
be interested in usurping- even my. mnis-* 

’ terial powers.” :.:£•* " : ’-r 

He said that “it seems clear now .that : 
the House leadership is unwilling to offer ; 
me support,” but “I cannot bring myself j 
to sign pay vouchers for an - unscrupulous - 
individual; am unconscionable scoundrel, 
and no power on earth- can compel me 
to do so.” — ‘ \ • •• - *-■ v 

‘ ‘Under-' the" circumstances ' J that" now 
exist;”' he concluded; “I have no alterna- 
tive but to resign from the Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations herewith.” 



